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Chairman’s Message

Welcome to Singapore’s premier annual arts event — the
Singapore Arts Festival. This year it returns with a whaole
new programme of exciting works featuring the best
from Singapore, Asia and the world.

To many people, the Festival is becoming synonymous
with the contemporary and the cutting edge, while indeed
it also caters to a wide range of tastes of its audiences,
including classical programmes.

This year, the Festival will feature 8 Asian and 4 World
Premieres. In all, the core programme will have 24
productions featuring artists from 21 countries and regions
in a three week period. As in previous years, there will
be free performances under the outreach components of
the Festival. So look out also for Special Events, Arts on
the Move, Weekend Highlights and

the Closing Celebrations.

On behalf of the National Arts Council, I would like to
thank our numerous sponsors and contributors who have
so generously supported the Festival and help make it
possible. Your support is particularly appreciated in the
current economic situation.

Finally, have a wonderful ime at the Festival. Be bitten
by the Arts Bug and catch the cultural virus in the process!

Liu Thai Ker
Chairman
National Arts Council

Festival Director’s Message

The 2003 Singapore Arts Festival offers yet another series of exceptional performances and fresh surprises by
arts luminaries as well as emerging artists now taking their place on the world stage.

This year’s programme is marked strongly by interdisciplinary ventures fusing the worlds of dance, music,
theatre, visual arts, literature, puppetry and film. The result is an eclectic mix of dance opera, music theatre,
dance theatre, ‘shadow oratorio’, music and film among others, all offering refreshing perspectives.

Singapore artists take centrestage this year in major collaborative commissions. The poetry and art of eminent
Singapore artist Tan Swie Hian in concert with the Singapore Chinese Orchestra open this year’s festival. Director
Ong Keng Sen returns from his success of Search:Hamlet in Denmark with his new production The Global Soul
featuring a star-studded international cast; Sakiko Oshima of H. Art Chaos in Japan returns
from her Singapore debut in 2001 to create a new work for the Singapore Dance Theatre in
Le Festin d' Immortalité; and the score by Singapore composer Mark Chan to the Chinese
silent film Liztle Toys in a co-commission with the Hong Kong Arts Festival will be
performed in the Festival following its triumphant Hong Kong premiere.

We are privileged to have the presence of exceptional artists and companies like the
Leipzig Gewandhaus Orchestra, Toots Thielemans, Meredith Monk, Meno fortas and
the Handspring Puppet Company. We are also delighted to welcome artists making
their first major international festival debut in Singapore — the first and only professional
Filipino chorus The San Miguel Master Chorale; Mexican singer Lila Downs fresh
from the Oscar Awards ceremony singing the nominated Best Original Song featured
in the movie Frida; Indian director Veenapani Chawla with the Adishakt Theatre
Company; choreographers Daniela Kurz of the Niirnberg Ballet with her first creation
of a dance opera, and Konstantinos Rigos with his riotous Sewan Lake City by the National
Theatre of Northern Greece.

Open yourselves to the myriad experiences offered by the Festival, and be bitten and 1
smitten by the Festival bug. b
P
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Enjoy! :
!

Goh Ching Lee !

A,

Director Programme Development
National Arts Council
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Major Sponsors

* Singapore Tourism Board ® The Shaw Foundation Pte
* Singapore Totalisator Board ¢ Comfort Ads

¢ Lee Foundation ¢ Morgan Stanley

Sponsors

® The Keppel Group ¢ North West Community

¢ City Developments Limited Development Council
(Lot 1 Shoppers’ Mall) ¢ Culture in Motion

* Singapore Power * Raffles City

¢ Philips Electronics Singapore * Singapore Press Holdings
Pte Ltd ¢ Financial Times

* Ho Bee Group

Mediacorp Radio

Festival Supporters

* Allson Hotel

¢ Australian High Commission

¢ Bishan-Toa Payoh Town Council
® British Council

* Bugis Junction

* Central Singapore Community
Development Council

¢ Consejo Nacional para la Cultura
y las Artes, Mexico

* French Embassy in Singapore
* Forum The Shopping Mall

¢ Japanese Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, Singapore

e Millenia Walk

¢ Nartional Commission for Culture

and the Arts, Philippines
® National Parks Board

* Ngee Ann City

Festival Secretariat:
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North East Community Development
Council

Pan Pacific Singapore

SAFRA Radio

Sheraton Towers Singapore
Singapore Environment Council

South East Community Development

Council

South West Community Development

Council

State of the Arts Magazine
(Australia & New Zealand)

Swissotel Merchant Court, Singapore
The Arts Magazine

The Esplanade Co. Ltd

The Heeren Shops

Wing Tai Holdings

ZoCard Singapore



* 30 & 31 May, 8.00pm
¢ Esplanade Theatre

* $62,$52, $42, $32,
$22,$16

* 90 mins (no intermission)

* Pre-show Dialogue
on 31 May, 6.30pm,
library@esplanade
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Instant is a Millennium — A Musical
Conversation with Tan Swie Hian
Singapore Chinese Orchestra

Festival Gala Performance

World Premiere

A unique concert experience of music, poetry, calligraphy, sculpture and multimedia, Maestro
Tsung Yeh and the Singapore Chinese Orchestra perform with celebrated Singapore multi-
disciplinary artist and writer Tan Swie Hian.

Tan draws much of his inspiration from Buddhist thought and defies categories by expressing
himself through words, painting, sculpture and calligraphy. In this Gala Opening of the
Festival, music both responds to and inspires Tan's various creations. A specially commissioned
calligraphy concerto by award-winning Hong Kong composer Law Wing Fai invites Tan
to weave the brush in dialogue with the orchestra.

Recently conferred the prestigious Crystal Award 2003 by the World Economic Forum for
outstanding artistic achievements and contribution to cross-cultural understanding, Tan's
profound spirituality, classicism and contemporary sensibilities will take the world of music,
art and literature into a new realm.,
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The Celestial Web Orchestra, chorus”, recitation Poetry : Tan Swie Hian

fEdh: B R (ZNHAE)

Composition : Law Wai Lun

(BEHFwNE) F A 5 B i MESHMEXRT . BREER
it Tore Prxros oo Fabiles iy P 8 Fables and visual elements :
L &% : LEK Tan Swie Hian

Orchestra, recitation Vedh - Gidh . B MEE
Erhu : Zhao Jian Hua Composition and re-arrangement :
Percussion : Shen Guo Qin Phoon Yew Tien

(F®EB) HEEME: T8 {Eih . & kg

A Thousand Sweeps Pipa soloist: Wang Jing Composition : Law Wing Fai

WA ET - B

Visual elements : Tan Swie Hian

o oty B mFHZE. REM fEdh . B/

Divine Melody Dizi soloist: Yin Zhi Yang Compeosition : Qu Xiao Song
28 . PR
Painting : Tan Swie Hian

5 & B % dh HEEE - PR ] . B B Ak

G0 F -3 O 8| W Calligraphy demonstration : Poetry : Tan Swie Hian

Calligraphy Concerto Tan Swie Hian {Edh . B (FHAHE)

The Yellow River at Hukou Composition : Law Wing Fai

— In the Metre of

Qin Yuan Chun

* featuring Victoria Chorale, The Vocal Consart, Meridian Junior College Cheir led by Choral Master Nelson Kwei and SCO Chorus led by Elena Ng.
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* 14 & 15 Jun, 8.00pm

Mercy
Meredith Monk and Ann Hamilton (USA)

Asran Premiere

* Victoria Theatre
» $82, 862, 852,842,822
* 90 mins (no intermission)

* Post-show Dialogue
with Meredith Monk

Proclaimed as the “voice of the future” and “one of America’s coolest composers”, Meredith
Monk collaborates with Ann Hamilton, a site-specific installation artist, to create Mercy —a work
e www.meredithmonk org of visual and sonic wonders.

A pioneer of interdisciplinary performance, Monk’s works thrive at the intersection of music and
movement, image and object, light and sound to discover and concoct new modes of perception.

In Mercy, a pencil line drawn across a bolt of paper, magnified with the use of a miniature
camera, becomes a hypnotic dream held together by Monk’s lyrical and vocal music. Deep
feelings that are inexpressible with words are translated into palpable form through
Monk's melodies filled with sighs and wordless chants.

Monk makes the grandiose elemental and fuses seamlessly her visions with
Hamilton’s installations in a work that explores the mystery, beauty and
sadness of life; affirming the solidarity of one community in the face of
human vulnerability.

“Mercy. .. ewhat this intensely moving, drop-dead gorgeous, can’t-
be-categorised fluid piece of meditative music, movement and
miliew presents is an immersion into the process of transcendence.”
— Los Angeles Times

F. Scort Schafer ©1995 Accommodation by Sheraton Towers Singapore

Bernard Thomas

The Fall of the House of Usher

Ballett Niirnberg / Oper Niirnberg (Germany)

Astan Premsere

Choreographer Daniela Kurz creates an intense meeting between dance and opera in the
strange world of Edgar Allan Poe’s The Fall of the House of Usher.

Poe’s short-story is a masterpiece in horror literature. Reality and illusion merge as a web
of haunting and delusional visions and supernatural forces binds the relationship between
the story's narrator, Roderick Usher, and his dying sister Madeleine, both the last in the
line of the ancient family of Usher. Incest, homosexuality, insanity and murder hang in
the air in a house which seems to have sinister intentions of its own. Has Madeleine been
buried alive, or is she the demon who exacts a spectacular revenge at the end?

Philip Glass transformed Poe’s work into an opera for five singers in 1988. The unceasing
whirling rhythms of his minimalist music aptly heighten the suspense of the story. In
Kurz’s sensitive hands, bodies and voices melt in an exceptional symbiosis of hypnotic
imagery with dancers forming a part of the shadowy world that haunts and torments the
protagonist, creating a performance with the highest suggestive power.

Appointed the Artistic Director of Ballett Niirnberg in 1998, Kurz is one of Germany's fast-
rising choreographers, and has since created highly distinctive and imaginative choreographic
works of ‘dance biographies’ and ‘dance operas’, the latter in collaboration with Oper Niirnberg.

“This dance opera...1s a
singular stage event.
Daniela Kurz has proved
again formidable and
uncommonly sensitive
choreography. ..

with an eminent feeling
for stage effect.”

— KritikerKrause

Sabine Haymann

L]

10 & 11 Jun, 8.00pm

Esplanade Theatre

£32, $62, §52, $42,

$32,822

140 mins (with
intermission)

Post-show Dialogue
with Daniela Kurz

Sung in English

www.ballettnuernberg.de
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19 - 21 Jun, 8.00pm
Victoria Theatre

§52, 442, 832,%22, 816
90 mins (no intermission)

www.theatreworks.org.sg

Stage
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The Global Soul
— the Buddha project

TheatreWorks (Singapore)

World Prevniere

One of the most influential figures of Asian contemporary theatre, director Ong Keng
Sen embarks on his next production following the success of Search: Hamlet in Denmark.
Inspired by Gautama Buddha and the musings of travel writer Pico Iyer, The Global Soul
stars renowned butoh legend Min Tanaka; Charlotte Engelkes, the stunning Swedish
actress last seen in Heiner Goebbels’ Hashirigaki (Singapore Arts Festival 2001) and Paris-
based Nigerian dancer Sophiatou Kossoko.

What does spiritun]i[}-. travellers and glmb:l] currency mean to contemporary artists? A
poignant tale of personal search; it embraces stories of Buddha, jet lag, airports, butoh,
liyuan opera (a thousand year old Chinese operatic form), and Korean court songs within
a contemporary soundscape by Toru Yamanaka of dumb type.

Conceived & Directed by
Ong Keng Sen
v - ) v \d In collaboration with
THAILAND CAMBODIA JAPAN VIETHANM Charlotte Engelkes,
Kang Kwon Soon,
Sophiatou Kossoko,
Toru Yamanaka,
Zeng Jing Ping, and
Min Tanaka as Gautama Buddha
Designed by Justin Hill,
Scott Zielinkski and
Heman Chong
Dramarturged by Robin Loon
Supported by
House of World Cultures, Berlin

Co-sponsored by
LEE FOUNDATION
m Singapore

Press

ﬁ Holdings

* 30 & 31 May, 7.30pm
* Victoria Theatre
o §52 §42, %32, %22

* 250 mins (with two
Intermissions)

* Light refreshments
will be served during
INtErmissions

* Performed in
Lithuanian with
English surtitles

* www.menofortas.lt

522 s ke s

Othello

Meno fortas (Lithuania)

Led by director Eimuntas Nekrosius, one of Europe’s most
respected theatre masters since the fall of the Iron Curtain,
Meno fortas’ theatrical world weaves a rich visual tapestry
illuminated with powerful symbolisms of natural and
material elements.

In Nekrosius' Othello, this four-hour tour de force of
Shakespeare's tale of passion and jealousy has received
wide critical acclaim everywhere it performed and will

leave you yearning for more.

Without being indulgent, Nekrosius allows the
dramatic action to unwind and decompress,
imbuing it with a life and tempo of its own,
creating a complex spiritual adventure arousing
both anxiety and ecstasy. The recurrent laconic
and perturbing elemental metaphors of
water, fire and wood fill the space with
astounding beaury.

The shattering power of vistal
suggestion and the drrectors vare g
o : e
ability in a deep analysis of the
text distinguishes the work of

Nebrostus.” — I Grorno

“Passion raging in the
performance of Meno fortas
surpassed all imaginable
boundaries. Five hours. ..
passed by twithout noti 'f‘_ﬁ}.l'
% .

I 4 I N
enowgh to get seats 1o e
. .

ose who were {ucky
new performance by
Eimuntas Nekrvosius.”

Moskouvskiy Komsomolee

Diitriy Matvejer



® 20 & 21 Jun, 8.00pm
* Esplanade Theatre

» §82, §62, 852, $42,
$32,%22

* 80 mins (no intermission)

* WRWWSIngapore ncetheatre.com
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Le Festin d’Immortalité
Singapore Dance Theatre & H. Art Chaos (Singapore / Japan)

World Premiere

A potent alliance of two of Asia’s leading dance forces, Japanese choreographer Sakiko
Oshima of H. Art Chaos leads the Singapore Dance Theatre (SDT) into a new dance
adventure, creating a powerful work set to an eclectic musical collage.

Back in Singapore following her company’s successful Singapore Arts Festival debut two
years ago, Oshima returns with her leading dancer Naoko Shirakawa to team up with
the versatile SD'T in a collaborative venture that promises new heights in artistic ecstasy.

Le Festen d'Immarialité, or the Feast of Immortality, questions the boundaries of the human
body and of life and death as technology encroaches upon us. Oshima’s dynamic and
unrelenting choreography sees SDT dancers soaring with Shirakawa to her signature
aerial technique.

“An outstanding company of versatile dancers and a full and interesting mixed

repertoire that could grace stages worldwide.”— Dancing Times

Sponsored by LEE FOUNDATION

Supported by Japanese Chamber of Commerce & Industry, Singapore

Vita / Fleurs d’Automne
Ballet National de Marseille (France)

Asian Premiere

Established in 1972 by Roland Petit, the Ballet National de Marseille is among the most
celebrated dance companies in the world. With Marie-Claude Pietragalla as its
choreographer since 1998, the Ballet has scaled new heights in modern ballet and
contemporary dance.

In Vita, inspired by the intoxicating voice of Corsican singer Petru Guelfucci, the Paris
Opera Ballet star-turned-choreographer expresses her admiration and sentiments towards
nature and life. The company’s 22 male and female dancers sculpt their collective memory
with fluid and deeply evocative movements.

Pietragalla’s choreography continues to sparkle in Fleurs d’Automne in an emotional tribute
to autumn performed to Arvo Pirt’s music and traditional Celtic tunes.

“Vita shows the evolution of choreography towards more complex forms.
Tf":.l'rmgf;' its violence and its fj.-')':'f'.r'_\'.fu. it evokes Martha Graham, Kylian,
Duato and Maryse Delente.” — Le Figaro

“In Fleurs d’Automne, Pietragalla conveys not a message, but emotions.
Her writing is as her personality: precise, moving, light and dark,
languid and strong.” — Danse Conservatoire

Co-sponsored by
O seszhe= - I M8 © ocBCBank
Supported by the French Embassy

©Eliorn

* 5 & 6 Jun, 8.00pm
» Kallang Theatre Q
« $62,$52, §42, §32, §22

* 100 mins (with

intermission)

& wwwballet-de-marseille.com

{in French)
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4 &5 Jun, 8.00pm

* University Culrural

Centre Theatre G
$42, %32, 822

80 mins (no intermission)

Post-show Dialogue
with Grace Ellen Barkey

* www.needcompany.org

Stage
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(AND)

Needcompany (Belgium)

Astan Premicre

One day, an ice princess, a black slave girl, a rock-and-roll prince and three Chinese-
spvaking wise men go to the fishmonger. The result is (AND), a collision of’:.-rmg, dance
and theatre based loosely on Puccini's opera Turandot.

Needcompany’s resident chorcographer Grace Ellen Barkey twists the Persian fairytale
set in ancient Peking into a ludicrous and yet oddly mesmerising feast.

Barkey's anarchic quest for gestures and images that transcends dance creates a bizarre
cast of characters who each struggles to deal with fairytales and fish in their own way.

With a score thar blends original music, with hints of Chinese opera, James Brown,
pop, rock-and-roll, and touches of rap, (AND) digs at that awkward emotional space
where one both desires and disdains love.

“(AND) is more clearly a dance spectacle with text and music and.(.
some remarkable dancers who throw themselves fearlessly into the
physical extremes and fluid knots of Ms. Barkey's choreography:”
— The New York Times

Accommodation by Hotel Rendezvous

Swan Lake City

National Theatre of Northern Greece

Asian Premiere

Leading Greek choreographer Konstantinos Rigos’ interpretation of Swan Lake screams
ATTITUDE. Set in a trailer park outside a lake where 17 characters live, Sewan Lake City
develops as the characters present their idiosyncratic lives by the water.

This deconstruction of the Stwan Lake classic exposes a circus of human behaviour in the
most lurid fashion. A young woman trapped in the form of a swan tries to find a way out.
Her wretched struggle bespeaks our confinement in a conventional society where humans
strive to transgress the boundaries.

In 2001, Rigos was appointed the Artistic Director of the Dancetheatre of the National
Theatre of Northern Greece. He is also the founder and Artistic Director of the Oktana
Dance Theatre. For Szvan Lake City, he integrates dancers from Oktana into the National
Theatre of Northern Greece to create an explosive work.

17 & 18 Jun, 8.00pm
Kallang Theatre Q
$52, $42, 432,822

105 mins (no intermission)

Post-show Dialogue with
Konstantinos Rigos

R{A)
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* www.antng.gr
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Orpheus Chamber Orchestra (USA)
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Leipzig Gewandhaus Orchestra (Germany)

Created im 1781 by Leipzig merchanes who founded a concert socs
Gewandbaus Orchestra boasts an illustrious 250-year st greates
composers and performers of every musical epoch. It has given many world premicres

towched b

during its history incloding major works by Beethoven, Meandcelssohn, Brabums
and Bruckner. Now under the bavon of the baghly regarded Herbert Blomstede,
the Otrchestra carrpes its unique muasical heritage into the new millenniem.
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Undeniably one of the world’s greavest muasical gi
today, the Orchestra presents a Germandic programme of
works dezwm from among its most distingaished alumaons.

Scloist Pecter Wispelwey who has won the bearts of the

and the pablic adds sparkle with has phenomenal
technigae and expert stylistic Enowledge of the ozllo.

11 Jun 12 Jun

100 mins {wich intermission) ) mi
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Schumann  Cello Comcero e A meinor, Op. 29 B Strauss
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* 30 & 31 May, 7.30pm
» Esplanade Conoers Hall

« §170, §101, $81, %51,
30,8210

* Post-show asmgraph
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Plays Beethoven
Singapore Symphony

Orchestra

e, ome of the preatest
1anists of owr time, performs a
complene Beethowven ?-'i:j 'Errh:ertr-

0¥
Sangapore H—:]phc‘r "1r twestra l-::l
by maestro Lan Sboi. Thas is the first
e m E‘jt.‘;::::h;i the complene cycle
bas been pesformed by 2 single pianist
m the city-state.

with his pechnique and gendus as a

prandst, conductor '_mi oomposcr who oo ntly emchanes and amazes. The macsuro’s

reading of Beethowen is suffosed wirh a becath-taking inward intemsity cthat is sure to

‘:;pul.at-: cven the most paded zodience.

7 ¢ qfilef s

The Sﬂn \Erg‘uel \Iaster Chnralf: (Phil i-:pm-u L** =




Jeremy Monteiro NYC
Trio with Special Guest
Toots Thielemans

T T

(Singapore / USA / Belgium)
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Little Toys: Chinese Film Classic with Live Music Hua Yue Ying

Mark Chan and musicians (Singapore /f Hong Kong) ['he Guangzhou Cantonese
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Accommodation by Swissitel Merchant Court, Ssvgapore




Brhannala e - | \ Confessions of Zeno

Adishakn Theatre Company | p ! Handspring Puppet Company (South Africa)

Conceived and direcied by renowned Job
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er William Kentnidge, Handspring Pupp
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REVELATIONS

The Necessary Stage (Sir

1:n.;rri:'1:| couple strives

Revelations. Be bowled ower by blind faich.

Performed by Kumar, Matalie [—[:cnt-:l'
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Two Worlds (Bulgaria)

¢ performance.
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Splash!!

Yllana (Spain)

Tale of the Red Hill
The Finger Players

(Singapore)
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Singapore Street Festival: Street Revolution!
Organised by the Orchard Road Business Association

Sereet Revodvarron!
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* 7k 8 fun, £ 00pm

» Toa Payoh
Amphitheatre

* Free admission

GENTARASA
Getar di Dada Langit

Pf‘:n:-plﬁ's Association

Man and Easth, the choices Mam bas no make in

e and finally, Man's reflection.

Watch a gromp of aspiring astises come mgether

set, this performance
promiscs a sampoooas aodio-visual treat cozing

with the richoess of Malay arts and culbare.

Performed by bocal Makay malents from the Heart of the Commanity

Sappocted by PA Malay Dance Group & Orkestra Melayn Singapura

FEED ME!

They're bnge, aste, 20 starving!
Loweable wire mwonseers will hure
Eids froon seven poseventy ofill .
their bellies with recyclable
prodiaces i this wherrescal kesson
about the envirenment. A lion
dance with 2 recycled twist,
fashion made from waste and
other hands-on workshops will
make FEED MET all-round
Eamnily fimn.

Ca—«:-r:::a_nj sod with Singapore Environment Couscdl and Central Sengapone Commeamnity
Developenent Coumcl

The Garden : CRTH Vit o Pt o 15
eRTH Visual & Physical Inc (Australia)

=1

your eyes with elaborately cosbamed giant mnsects crawding o

the aic. eRTH employs ceiginal live music and novel techniques to cre

anceent woakd.

Co-organised with Morth West Commuesity Development Coumcl
Eastern Flicks
(Singapore)

Eavters Filsoks oombenes: bocal muessc

and movie mapic i

weekend of enter
balmy Seadinem Co

s, Jasmine Ng and Felvin
s Eating Air and CheeK’s

backen Rive War akang centre stage.

Cororganised with Sowth East Community Devclopanent Counneil

* 12— 15 oo, 7 pm

» Open Field beside
Woodlands MR
Searion

* Fres admassion

14 Jun, > Mpm

Stadivm Coree

* Free admassion



Look out for our popular roving series, Arts On The Move.
These no-strings attached, absolutely free performances may jump out at you when you least expect it !

Avanti Display (UK)

Performed without a spoken word to Ravel's rousing Bolero, UK -based Avanti Display spoofs the |
unequal relationship between the pompous Spurting Man and his lowly assistant to bellyaching |
comedic effect. The showdown between master and assistant culminates in a spectacular finale
of cascading water fountains.

Bhaskar’s Arts Academy Ltd (Singapore)

Although a Kathakali dance-drama lasts about 12 hours, here is a chance to enjoy an abridged version that highlights
the richness of this traditional art form from South India. Look out for the exceptional character make-up that usually
takes more than 4 hours to complete.

Gan Ainm Mouth & Trousers
(Singapore) (UK)

Originally known as “The Band Come discover canine comedy at

With No Name”, Gan Ainm its best as Teatro Da Dog takes a

(Gaelic for “No Name”) is lighthearted look at a nation of dog

Singapore’s only band playing lovers and cocks its leg at anythifig that

traditional and contemporary Irish sniffs of doggyness. This walkabout

tunes and songs, everything from show is a howling success with its farcical cast of dog walkers and strangely
jigs and reels to the Corrs. magical animatronic canines.

Opera in the Park
Chinese Opera Institute (Singapore)

The Opera in the Park series will feature avaried selection
of Chinese classics in different opera styles-popular-in
Singapore, i.c. Hokkien, Teochew, Hainanese, Cantonese
and Beijing opera. These colourful performances wall
showease the talent of Singapore opera groups.

Musafir (India)

Musafir (the wanderers), hail from the desert of Rajasthan which was once the
home of gypsies, troubadours and wandering musicians who entertained emperors
and maharajas. Musafir brings a colourful mix of performers from all corners
of the Thar desert to present their musical heritage.

Nakupelle (UK)

In Bon Appetit!, mad comic Joe Dieffenbacher catches fruits and vegetables on his face.
It’s culinary slapstick and absurd acrobatics, challenging and enchanting the audience
with food for thought and laughter for the belly.

Deep down in folds of fabric, something stirs. What pops out is two curious characters
whose goofy vulnerability and mischievous play are sure to warm hearts and spark laughter. This part mask, part
puppet show uses an ingenious mixture of movement and costume to weave magic and life into Baggres.

Supported by British Council

Picto Facto (France) Railroad Bill (UK)

Two electrical scooters and their gaily  Leap back into the 50s with a band
costumed riders turn into fantastic  that time forgot! Britain’s coolest tea
inflatable shapes to the tune of some  chest twangers Railroad Bill hit the
seriously funny digital speech and song ~ streets with a foot stomping fusion
at the hands of Picto Facto. Brimborions,  of western swing, blues and rock ‘n’
which stands for small objects of little  roll. You'll swoon at their skilful sticky
value in old French, is a marvel of tape solos and marvel at their
electronic gadgetry not to be missed.  magnificent musical saw.

Cheng San Thiﬁ (f.hinltsc urchcst_m has aclhieved numerous .-1l-:(I‘.u|zaI(|cs, including the
first prize in 2002 National Chinese Music Competition in Ensemble Open
EChOCS Of t}le Val.ley Category. The musicians will keep you mesmerised with their selection of

Chinese Orchestra classical and contemporary tunes.
(Singapore)



Tribal Tide Percussion Band (Singapore)

This percussion band of over 15 years draws its inspiration from the world around them, blending the musical roots
of Latin and Indian percussion, African and Irish drums, Australian didgeridoo, Chinese percussion and mare!
Tribal Tide's music is an addictive fusion of pulsating rhythms and indigenous sounds.

Urban Canvas (UK)

Join Urban Canvas as they convert public spaces into living, breathing canvases.
Two thousand CD-ROMSs will turn a public walkway into a 15-metre long river
of iridescence. Elsewhere, pedestrians are enticed to leave their mark in chalk
handprints to create a beautiful sea of symbolism.

Supported by North East Community Development Council and British Council

Urban Drum N’Bass

(Switzerland)

Making sounds and playing music on street furniture and
everyday objects, this dynamic duo from Switzerland will
take you on a high-flying improvised trip full of musical
surprises.

These self-confessed jazz addicts explode with energy
and are sure to blast the audience away with their vibrant

percussion and electric bass techniques.

Urban Magik (UK)

Dragging magic kicking and screaming into the 21st century, this pair of
incredibly skilled, streetwise magicians make sleight of hand sexy-cool. Slick

and swift, the conjurers will outwit even the sharpest of audiences. Don't blink.

Supported by South West Community Development Council and British Council

Closing Celebrations: ARKA

Teatr Osmego Dnia (Poland)

Arka is a poetic reminder of wanderers from war-torn lands who travel across continents
in search of a better life.

A multi-level mobile stage in the form of a large, winged ship is a symbol of hope for
refugees who have lost their homes and homelands,

The ship, an embodiment of Noah’s Ark, changes its glittering shape before the audience
to bring back memories of a home, temple and places of celebration as actors portray the
human struggle.

Gliding-amidst the audience, the ship finally spreads its massive sails to create a powerful
image of indefatigable wanderers heading for their promised land.

Sponsored by

Divebogead and Managed by
City Devmloprnents Limied

¢ 20-22 Jun, 8.00pm
(Fri - Sun)

* Open space between
Lot 1 Shoppers’ Mall
and Choa Chu Kang
MRT Station

* Free admission




FESTIVAL TALKS

We invite you to the pre-Festival talks to take a glimpse of the Festival programmes
and the artists behind the various productions. Join us at library@esplanade and
stand a chance to win tickets to performances in lucky draws! Admission is free.

Music

An introduction to the eclectic music programmes in this Festival. Find out how
music could be seen in the form of a calligraphy concerto, a Chinese film classic
and Philip Glass’ opera The Fall of the House of Usher.

Date/Time : 10 May, 2.30pm - 4.00pm

Theatre

A guide to contemporary theatre trends. Productions that defy easy categorisation,
Mercy, Confessions of Zeno and The Global Soud distinguish and frame the fabulous

theatre lineup this year.

Speaker : Phan Ming Yen

Date/Time : 10 May, 4.30pm - 6.00pm Speaker : Jeffrey Tan

Chinese Opera

Singapore Cantonese opera doyen and Cultural Medallion recipient, Joanna
Wong, describes the acclaimed Cantonese opera Hua Yue Ying which reinvents
and breaks boundary.

Date/Time : 18 May, 2.30pm - 4.00pm Speaker : Joanna Wong

Dance

Witness the power of female choreographers at work. Together with Greek
Konstantinos Rigos’ Swan Lake City, dance is no longer just dance.

Date/Time : 18 May, 4.30pm - 6.00pm Speaker : Low Kee Hong

Reflections on Singapore Arts Festival 2003
Join critics and practitioners to share your thoughts on the 2003 Festival.
Date/Time : 22 Jun, 2.30pm

Venue : Hotel Rendezvous, Wavertree Room

For more information, please call Tel: 68379535 or email: amelia_kang@nac.gov.sg

SCIENCE
FICTIONS

Round Table
Discussion
(Artists’ Talk)

Date/Time : 6 Jun
2.00pm - 5.00pm

Venue : Earl Lu Gallery,
LASALLE-SIA

College of the Arts

Symposium

Date/Time : 7 & 8 Jun
10.00am - 6.00pm

Venue : Asian Civilisations
Museum
(Empress Place),
Auditorium

For more information, please

contact 6340 9102 or email:
earllugallery@lasallesia.edu.sg

* 29 May - 14 Jun,
11.00am - 7.00pm

(closed on Sundays and
public holidays)

* SG Private Banking
Gallery, Alliance
Francaise de Singapour

e Tel: 6737 8422

L \\"N-"A'.-i':]'i.im'«'I‘-r.lm';r.\r.l:r;_'..\.;_'

SCIENCE FICTIONS

Organised by Earl Lu Gallery, LASALLE-
SIA College of the Arts and co-curated by Earl
Lu Gallery Director, Binghui Huangfu, and
Manila-based independent curator and critic,
Marian Pastor Roces, SCIENCE FICTIONS
brings together artists from various cities of
the world who are variously (and often
provocatively) asking the question: what makes
the truth true?

Farticipating artists include Chris Welsby, Feng Mengbo,
Shen Shaomin, Vivan Sundaram, Burean d' Etudes, Erika
Tan, Wang Du and Emily Chua.

TOWARDS THE
MONTH OF
PHOTOGRAPHY 2004

Showcasing the works of eight Singaporean
photographers pre-selected to participate in the
highly respected Month of Photography series of
exhibitions in Paris in 2004.

Curated by Michel Chen with the recommendation of
Jean-Luc Monterosso, the Executive Director of the
European House of Photography-City of Paris,
the exhibition includes works by Chow Chee Yong,
Ernest Goh, Huang Zhi Ming, Mabel Lee,
Sherman Ong Beng Ann, Ken Seet, Tay Kay Chin
and Terence Yeung.

L ]

Supporting Venues:
BA Fine Art Studios,
School of Fine Art,
LASALLE-SIA
College of the Arts;
Asian Civilisations
Museum, Empress
Place; The Singapore
Art Mus-;-llm_:

The Esplanade;
MITA ARTrium.
Official Opening:

5 Jun, 6.30pm

Bus Tours to all

exhibition venues to be
conducted over 2 days

For enquiries,
call 6340 9102 or email:
earllugallery@lasallesiaedusg

Organised by Alliance Frangaise de Singapour,

with the support of the French Embassy.
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For a truly memorable arts experience, catch all the action in Singapore. See

renowned pianists tinkle the ivories from 10-13 July 2003 at the Singapore

International Piano Festival. WOMAD returns to Singapore from 29 -31 August 2003
with sensational performances. In September, the Singapore Repertory Theatre will 3 e
re-stage hit local musical Forbidden City: Portrait of an Empress ot Esplanade =

Theatres on the Bay. And art lovers can also visit ARTSingapore, a contemporary
s Figpae « S Tl v Asian art fair, from 2- 6 October 2003. Come and celebrate the arts in Singapore!l www.visitsingapore.com

Lsc» Makaynia

Contact Singapore Tourism Board for more information at Tel: (65) 6736 6622, Fax: (65) 6736 9423, Email: arts@stb.com.sg or log on to www.visitsingapore.com 1800 3 63 33 33 WWW'DCbC'CDm @ oc Bc Ba nk

" Subject to terms and conditions.




There’s more to entertainment than celebrity gossip
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The Creation of Aeros
Q@ Jun 03
10pm - 11pm

footnotes

How many hours do people really spend at home?

Mot many. Because with the busy life everyone is leading, they don't
get much time to read the papers. Or even watch TV. Which is why
outdoor advertising has almost become the primary medium these days.
They don’t get switched off, flipped over, or thrown away. Outdoor
advertising is, well, here. Out on the streets. Where the crowd is. And

truthfully, where your products or services should really be.

- Comfort

Be innovative
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* Pan Pacific Hotel Theatres on the Bay
* Victoria Concert Hall

* Victoria Theatre

= Complimentary Bus Service is available for shows at Kallang Theatre and University Cultural Centre.
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Pt A

Kallang Theatre

Kallang MRT Station

15 mins after evening show ends

Kallang Theatre

City Hall MRT Station

15 mins after evening show ends

City Hall MRT Station

(exit at St. Andrew’s Cathedral)

University Cultural Centre

9.15am & 1.15pm (Kidsfest only)
7.15pm (evening shows)

Dover MRT Station

University Cultural Centre

9.30am & 1.30pm (Kidsfest only)
7.30pm (evening shows)

University Cultural Centre

Dover MRT Station

12.30pm & 4.30pm (Kidsfest only)
15 mins after evening show ends

University Cultural Centre

City Hall MRT Station

12.30pm & 4.30pm (Kidsfest only)
15 mins after evening show ends




30
May

31
May

Jun

Programme

Singapore Symphony Orchestra
Singapore Chinese Orchestra
Meno fortas

Singapore Symphony Orchestra
Singapore Chinese Orchestra
Meno fortas

Two Worlds

Two Worlds

Two Worlds

Handspring Puppet Company

Handspring Puppet Company

Needcompany

The Guangzhou Cantonese Opera
Troupe of China

Needcompany

The Guangzhou Cantonese Opera
Troupe of China

Ballet National de Marseille
Adishaki Theatre Company
The San Miguel Master Chorale

The Guangzhou Cantonese Opera
Troupe of China

Ballet National de Marseille
Adishake Theatre Company

The San Miguel Master Chorale
The Builders Association / moti roti
Adishakei Theatre Company
Kidsfest

The Builders Association / moti roti
The Builders Association / moti roti
Kidsfest

Lila Downs

Kidsfest

Venue

Esplanade Concert Hall
Esplanade Theatre
Victoria Theatre
Esplanade Concert Hall
Esplanade Theatre
Victoria Theatre
Kallang Theatre

Kallang Theatre

Kallang Theatre

Victoria Theatre

Victoria Theatre

University Cultural
Centre Theatre

Esplanade Theatre

University Cultural Centre
Theatre

Esplanade Theatre

Kallang Theatre

DBS Arts Centre
Esplanade Concert Hall
Esplanade Theatre

Kallang Theatre

DBS Arts Centre
Esplanade Concert Hall
Victoria Theatre

DBS Arts Centre
University Cultural Centre
Victoria Theatre

Victoria Theatre
University Cultural Centre
Pan Pacific Hotel
University Cultural Centre

Time
7.30pm
8.00pm
7.30pm
7.30pm
8.00pm
7.30pm
8.00pm
8.00pm

8.00pm

8.00pm

8.00pm
3.00pm

8.00pm
8.00pm
5.00pm

8.00pm
$.00pm

7.30pm
5.00pm

5.00pm
$.00pm
7.30pm
8.00pm
§.00pm
refer to pg. 31
3.00pm
8.00pm
refer to pg. 31
$.00pm
refer to pg. 31

Tickets

$121,$101,881, 51,831,821 18
§62,852,$42,$32,422,816 6

§52,442, 432,422

11

§121,8101,881, 951,331,821 18
§62,$52, 942,432, 822,816 6

§52,$42,332, 422
§42,$32,422,816
§42,$32,822, 16

§42,$32,322, 816

§52,§42,932, 422

§52,§42,332, 422
§42,432,312

$62, 852, $42, 832, $22
§42,432, $22
$62,$52, $42, 832, 822

§62,952, 842,432,822
$42,432,612
$42,432,$22
§62,$52,$42, 432, $22

$02, 852, $42,$32, 822
$42,832.422
$42,832, 812
§52,842, 832,822
$42,832,§02

$12
§52,§42,832,§22
§52, 842,832,822
$12

5

$12

11
30
30

30

Music

Music

Theatre

Music

Music

Theatre

Family Entertainment

Family Entertainment

Family Enrertainment

Music Theatre

Music Theatre

Dance
Theatre
Dance
Theatre

Dance
Theatre

Music
Theatre

Dance

Theatre
Music

Theatre
Theatre
Kidstest
Theatre
Theatre
Kidsfest
Music

Kidstest

10
Jun

11
Jun

12
Jun

13

Jun

14

Jun

15
Jun

16
Jun

17
Jun

18
Jun

19

Jun

20
Jun

n
Jun

Jun

Programme
Orpheus Chamber Orchestra
Ballett Niirnberg / Oper Niirnberg
Lila Downs

Kidsfest

Leipzig Gewandhaus Orchestra
Ballett Niirnberg / Oper Niirnberg
Kidsfest

Leipzig Gewandhaus Orchestra
The Necessary Stage

Kidstest

Mark Chan and musicians

The Necessary Stage

Kidsfest

Meredith Monk and Ann Hamilton
Mark Chan and musicians

The Necessary Stage

The Necessary Stage

Meredith Monk and Ann Hamilton
The Necessary Stage

Golden Bough Theatre

Golden Bough Theatre

National Theatre of Northern Greece

Golden Bough Theatre

National Theatre of Northern Greece

Jeremy Monteiro NYC Trio with
special guest Toots Thielemans

TheatreWorks

]erellnr Monteiro NYC Trio with
special guest Toots Thielemans

Singapore Dance Theatre & H.Art Chaos
William Yang

TheatreWorks

Singapore Dance Theatre & H.Art Chaos
William Yang

TheatreWorks

William Yang

Esplanade Concert Hall
Esplanade Theatre

Pan Pacific Hotel
University Cultural Centre
Esplanade Concert Hall
Esplanade Theatre
University Cultural Centre
Esplanade Concert Hall
Jubilee Hall

University Cultural Centre
Esplanade Theatre

Jubilee Hall

University Cultural Centre
Victoria Theatre
Esplanade Theatre
Jubilee Hall

Jubilee Hall

Victoria Theatre

Jubilee Hall

University Cultural Centre
Theatre

University Cultural Centre
Theatre

Kallang Theatre

University Cultural Centre
Theatre

Kallang Theatre
Victoria Concert Hall

Victoria Theatre

Victoria Concert Hall

Esplanade Theatre
Jubilee Hall
Victoria Theatre
Esplanade Theatre
Jubilee Hall
Victoria Theatre
Jubilee Hall

Time
7.30pm
8.00pm
8.00pm
refer to pg. 31
7.30pm
8.00pm
refer to pg. 31
7.30pm
8.00pm
refer to pg. 31
8.00pm
8.00pm
refer to pg. 31
8.00pm
8.00pm
3.00pm
§.00pm
5.00pm
5.00pm
8.00pm

8.00pm

3.00pm
8.00pm

8.00pm
8.00pm

ﬁ.ﬂ[]pm
8.00pm

8.00pm
8.00pm
8.00pm
8.00pm
8.00pm
8.00pm
8.00pm

Tickets
$122,$102,882, 852, £32, 412
$82,862, 852, 442,832,812
§52

§12

§182,$142,8102, 862,842,822
§82,§62,852,842, 832,812
§12
§182,$142, $102, 862, 842,822
§42, 832,822

§12

§52,442,$32, 822,816
$42,832,822

§12

§82, 862,852, $42, 422

$52, 842,832,822, §16
$42.832.40

$42,832.522

$82, 862,852, 842,822
$42,832,822

$42,432,822

$42.832,822

52,442,832, §22
§42, 832,422

§52, 842,432,812
§82, 862,842,422

$52, %42 832,822 816
§82, %62, 842,822

§32, 862,952,842, 832,822,
§42,$32,322
§52,$42,432. 822, %16
$32, §62, 452,842,832, 822,
§42,832.812

§52, 842,432,822, 816
§42.832.412

P

Music

Dance Opera
Music
Kidsfest
Music

Dance Opera
Kidsfest
Music
Theatre
Kidsfest
Music/Film
Theatre
Kidsfest
Music Theatre
Music/Film
Theatre
Theatre

Music Theatre
Theatre
Theatre

Theatre

Dance
Theatre

Dance
Music

Theatre
Music

Dance
Theatre
Theatre
Dance
Theatre
Theatre

Theatre
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Join the ArtsFest Club

and win exciting prizes!

Sign up as an ArtsFest Club member and we will deliver to your doorstep
first-hand information on the annual Singapore Arts Festival. Members
can also secure good seats at discounted prices. What's more, you stand
to win The Heeren Shops vouchers, and get 10% off your Food &
Beverage bill at the Colours by the Bay restaurants at the Esplanade
from May to June 2003! Log on to www.singaporeartsfest.com to sign
up now!

For Overseas members (10 winners):
* | single round-trip air ticket to Singapore
* 4 days/ 3 nights hotel accommodation

* 2 tickets to any Singapore Arts Festival 2003
performances of your choice
(subject to availability)

¢ |-year free subscription to The Arts Magazine

For Singapore members (10 winners):
* A pair of tickets to any
Singapore Arts Festival 2003 performance
of your choice (subject to availability)
* |-year free subscription to The Arts Magazine

Closing date: 30 April 2003

The Great Singapore Sale 2003, 30 May - 13 July 2003

Come and celebrate the 10th Anniversary of the Great Singapore Sale with us. There'll be great
bargains, great prizes and great fun for everyone. What's more, the biggest spender will receive
a S$10,000 cash reward, so go ahead and shop till you drop!

Visit www.greatsingaporesale.com.sg for details. S %



This artefact was digitised by Centre 42’s The Repository for the

Four Decades Exhibition

presented by Singapore International Festival of Arts 2018.

The Repository is a growing digital archive of Singapore theatre ephemera dating back to
the 1960s. Managed by Centre 42, it is a resource for artists, researchers and the public,
looking to find out more about Singapore theatre history. The archive can be viewed at
repository.centre42.sg.

Centre 42 is a theatre development space committed to the creation, documentation and
promotion of texts and writings for the Singapore stage. Find out more at centre42.sg.

If you would like to contribute programmes, brochures or posters from past productions in
Singapore theatre to the Repository, please write to info@centre42.sg.
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CENTRE 42 THE REPOSITORY

Festival guides for the Four Decades exhibition were sourced from:

Arts House Limited

National Arts Council Singapore

The personal collection of Ms Goh Ching Lee (Festival Director 2000-2009)






