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At the start-up of the reinvented Singapore International Festival of Arts 
(SIFA) in 2014, I proposed a trilogy looking at the past, present and future. 
SIFA reviewed the past with 20th-century legacies in 2014, understood 
the present with our post-empires condition in 2015, and, in 2016, we 
investigate the future by examining potentialities. The potentialities 
of tradition (Paradise Interrupted), modern archives (In The Mood For 
Frankie) and contemporary technology (Ron Arad’s 720°, Tropical Traumas: 
A Series Of Cinematographic Choreographies) are part of the continuum 
that we present this year. Strong this season are artists who have inspired 
the potential of others, from Bill T. Jones (Making And Doing) to Wu Man 
(Borderlands) and crowned by The Sardono Retrospective, our tribute to 
this extraordinary life in art.

Potentiality is the possessing of latent power or capacity capable of 
coming into being or action. It is an optimism that looks to the future 
rather than at the grimness of the present. With this as an organising 
theme, SIFA looks around the globe at world issues through a different 
lens. In this way, the Greek crisis is overturned as we experience the 
power of humanity to continue in spite of setbacks (Still Life). The 
ominous unknown is accepted or embraced rather than rejected by 
fear and cynicism. As world security is threatened by radical elements, 
we re-examine revolution with a play about post-Arab Spring Cairo (The 
Last Supper). For potentiality includes the dormant unrealised, before 
potential, and also what remains after, a reserve energy that will emerge 
again. What happens when you reset the clock and return to a new time 
as Argentine artist Fernando Rubio suggests (Time Between Us)? What 
happens when you return to the most intimate moment between two 
strangers, two individuals (Everything By My Side)? 

Most of all, we celebrate the potentialities of individuals who are change 
agents and continue to be role models in challenging contexts. In our 
pre-festival of ideas The O.P.E.N., we present rocker Perhat Khaliq from 
Urumqi, Xinjiang, the ‘Uncrowned King’ of "The Voice Of China" who has 
wowed millions of people around the world. We can look beyond the face 
of terror with the dignity of an individual face that can once again remind 
us of the strength and integrity of one human being. “The will is not free to 
refuse this responsibility; it is not free to ignore the meaningful world into 

Message from the
Festival Director

which the face of the Other has introduced it. In the welcoming of the face 
the will opens to reason.” In this beautiful statement, Emmanuel Levinas 
brings us to the profound potentialities that are in the intercultural 
encounter with the Other. If the world is to survive, perhaps we need to 
stop stereotyping and return to the power of the individual. 

For the individual exists in each and every one of us. The O.P.E.N. has a 
tagline this year, “Be Open To The INDIVIDUAL In You”. It is easy to forget 
that each one of us has the potentiality to transform into an individual, to 
be a change agent. 

The emerging artist (I Am LGB), the mature individual who is stereotyped 
as ‘past his prime’ (The Last Bull: A Life In Flamenco), the child (Five Easy 
Pieces)… these are all potentialities embodied in individuals. The eternal is 
not forgotten as we return to the potentiality in William Shakespeare with 
Robert Lepage and Evgeny Mironov, where technology meets the individual 
(Hamlet I Collage). Shakespeare’s 400th death anniversary is ironically 
celebrated by putting him on trial to reveal what an individual writer 
should remain true to (Sandaime Richard). How should one express history, 
or can one continue to strive for and value personal freedom despite 
the ambitions of political power, economic prowess? As usual, art is 
provocative and allows us space for reflection in these intense times. The 
ancients wisely understood the meaning 
of Festival as a time of carnival, a time of 
Bacchanalia, which allows citizens to live 
with the reality of daily life. The Festival is 
a special time when rules are lifted, when 
hope is reinstated. I want to thank all 
who have contributed to this edition of 
Singapore International Festival of Arts.

Ong Keng Sen
Singapore International Festival of Arts
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S IFA Shares

1h15

30 August
7pm 
72-13

Kabuki Demonstration:
The Art of the Onnagata
By Kazutaro Nakamura 

Discover fascinating insights into traditional Japanese onnagata with kabuki 
actor Kazutaro Nakamura who performs as Richard III in Sandaime Richard. He 
will introduce this iconic art form and show why onnagata – male actors who play 
female roles in kabuki theatre – are still revered as cultural icons in Japan today. 
You will also get a chance to learn more about how the feminine is stylised and 
manifested in kabuki – from the vocal expressions, to the stance that suggests the 
female body, to the delicate movements. 

In Japanese with English translation.

FREE ADMISSION

Born in 1990, Nakamura Kazutaro I is the son of famous Japanese traditional artists, 
Nakamura Ganjiro IV (formerly Nakamura Kanjaku V) from kabuki and Japanese classical 
dancer Azuma Tokuho II. Kabuki Living National Treasure Sakata Tojuro IV is his grandfather. 
Kazutaro has been achieving recognition of late for being one of the most expressive actors 
in his young generation with much hope for his future as a kabuki star. He is very active as a 
kabuki actor, playing mostly female onnagata roles but occasionally performing male roles 
as well. He has also been on NHK radio for several years as the host of “Hogaku Jockey”, a 
programme featuring interviews with a wide variety of guests and recordings of traditional 
Japanese music. 
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In Conversation with
Ron Arad 

1h30 (inclusive of Q&A)

6 September
7pm
72-13

Join the world-renowned London-based architect, artist and designer for an 
enlightening session about art in public spaces. This is your chance to get up 
close with the man who most recently redesigned the iconic Watergate Hotel in 
Washington DC. He is also designing a cancer treatment centre in northern Israel, 
to be completed in 2018, that will serve the residents of West Bank conflict zones. 
Among his latest art works are the sculpture “Thought of Train of Thought” at St 
Pancras railway station and the re-installation of “Curtain Call” at the Roundhouse. 
Other public art pieces include the “Vortext” in Seoul and the “Kesher” Sculpture 
at Tel Aviv University. In June, he received the 2016 Compasso d’Oro award for 
lifetime achievement from ADI, the Italian industrial design association. 

In English.

FREE ADMISSION

Born in Tel Aviv in 1951, educated at the Jerusalem Academy of Art and later at the Architectural 
Association in London, Ron Arad co-founded the design and production studio One Off in 
1981, Ron Arad Associates architecture and design practice in 1989, and Ron Arad Architects 
in 2008. He was professor of design products at the Royal College of Art in London up 
until 2009 and was awarded the London Design Medal in 2011. In 2013, he became a Royal 
Academician of the Royal Academy of Art in London. His constant experimentation with the 
possibilities of materials such as steel and aluminium and his radical re-conception of form 
and structure has put him at the forefront of contemporary design. His architectural projects 
include the Holon Design Museum, Israel’s first museum dedicated to design, which opened 
in 2010. His international exhibitions include “Ron Arad: Restless”, Barbican, London, 2010; 
and “In Reverse Lingotto”, Turin, 2013.    
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Venues

DRAMA CENTRE THEATRE
100 Victoria Street, National Library, Singapore 188064
Recognised as a key platform for many aspiring Singapore groups in the 
early 1980s when it was located in Fort Canning Park, the Drama Centre 
Theatre was the venue that first hosted numerous iconic Singapore artists 
and plays. Housed in the National Library since 2005, the Drama Centre 
Theatre is a world-class, purpose-built performing arts space with state-
of-the-art facilities catering to the diverse range of today’s arts events.

GARDENS BY THE BAY
18 Marina Gardens Drive, Singapore 018953
Gardens by the Bay is a horticultural themed leisure destination that 
showcases the best of garden artistry for the enjoyment of the people. 
Located at the heart of Marina Bay, the Gardens brings the world of plants 
to Singapore, and in doing so, presents Singapore to the world.

LASALLE COLLEGE OF THE ARTS
1 McNally Street, Singapore 187940
Situated in the vibrant arts and heritage district of Singapore’s civic 
centre, LASALLE College of the Arts is a leading tertiary institution in 
cutting-edge contemporary arts and design education and practice. The 
Singapore Airlines Theatre is located within LASALLE’s inspiring and award-
winning campus, and caters to a wide range of theatre, music and dance 
performances. 	

MALAY HERITAGE CENTRE
85 Sultan Gate, Singapore 198501
Set amidst the Istana Kampong Gelam, Gedung Kuning and the surrounding 
Kampong Gelam precinct, the Malay Heritage Centre acts as a vital heritage 
institution for the Malay community in Singapore. Through its exhibits, 
programmes and activities, the Centre hopes to honour the past while 
providing a means for present-day expression.

MARINA BAY SANDS EVENT PLAZA
10 Bayfront Avenue, Singapore 018956
Situated in the Marina Bay Sands, the Event Plaza is a magnificent waterfront 
promenade ideal for outdoor performances.

NATIONAL GALLERY SINGAPORE
1 St. Andrew's Road, Singapore 178957
National Gallery Singapore is a new visual arts institution that oversees the 
largest public collection of modern art in Singapore and Southeast Asia. 
The Gallery is housed in two national monuments—former Supreme Court 
and City Hall—that have been beautifully restored and transformed into this 
exciting venue in the heart of the Civic District. 

SCHOOL OF THE ARTS
1 Zubir Said Drive, Singapore 227968
The School of the Arts (SOTA) is Singapore’s first national pre-tertiary 
specialised arts school offering a six-year unique integrated arts and 
academic curriculum for youths from the ages of 13 to 18. The SOTA campus 
is also home to three excellent performing arts venues – the Concert Hall, 
Drama Theatre and Studio Theatre.

VICTORIA THEATRE
9 Empress Place, Singapore 179556
Located in the heart of the Civic District, the Victoria Theatre is Singapore's 
premier venue for the performing arts. Established in 1862 and fully refurbished 
in 2014, it offers state-of-the-art facilities amidst its old-world charm.

72-13
72-13 Mohamed Sultan Road, Singapore 239007
A converted rice warehouse, 72-13 is a flexible space that serves as a gallery, 
cinema and theatre. It promotes, produces and provides residencies for 
contemporary and new media artists. 72-13 is also home to TheatreWorks, an 
independent Singapore performance company.
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The Repository is a growing digital archive of Singapore theatre ephemera dating back to 
the 1960s. Managed by Centre 42, it is a resource for artists, researchers and the public, 
looking to find out more about Singapore theatre history. The archive can be viewed at 
repository.centre42.sg.

Centre 42 is a theatre development space committed to the creation, documentation and 
promotion of texts and writings for the Singapore stage. Find out more at centre42.sg.

If you would like to contribute programmes, brochures or posters from past productions in 
Singapore theatre to the Repository, please write to info@centre42.sg.

Festival guides for the Four Decades exhibition were sourced from:
Arts House Limited
National Arts Council Singapore 
The personal collection of Ms Goh Ching Lee (Festival Director 2000-2009)

This artefact was digitised by Centre 42’s The Repository for the

Four Decades Exhibition
presented by Singapore International Festival of Arts 2018.




